Planning Board Meeting Minutes
April 13, 2017

Board Present: Maria Pease, Laura Curtis, John Mountainland, Dale Flint, Gerald Brooks, Robin Miliken.
Others present: CEO Grant Watmough, John Shepard, Rob Milliken, Karina Shorten
Public Hearing on Changeable Sign Ordinance:
Maria Pease, Chair of the Planning Board opened the Public Hearing at 6:32 p.m.
The town of Union ordinance states that rapidly changing signs are not allowed, but changeable signs are. State law requires that signs cannot change any quicker than twenty-minutes.
Various residents’ spoke and are in favor of changeable sign ordinance for several reasons:
· Distractive driving is an issue with business signs changing on Route 17.
· Visual traffic hazard 
Maria read a letter by a town resident who is also opposed to rapidly changing signs.
[bookmark: _GoBack]The Public Hearing was adjourned at 6:51 p.m.
Call Planning Board meeting to order by Chair at 6:52 p.m.
Accept minutes of 3/9/19:
Motion by: Laura Curtis to accept minutes
2nd by: John Mountainland
6-0
Discuss proposed selectman’s Draft Ordinance prohibiting Retail Marijuana Establishments and retail Marijuana Social Clubs:
Maria Pease stated that the Board needs to decide whether they support or do not support the marijuana ordinance.  
John Mountainland does not support the ban, he feels it is discrimination against a specific group of people. Dale Flint agrees with John, and feels the town needs to be fair to all businesses and personal feelings should be set aside.
Gerald Brooks is concerned about the legality issue; and feels that the town should not accept businesses that are deemed illegal by the federal government. Maria agrees with Gerald that as a municipality, retail marijuana is still illegal according to the federal government, and is not a wise move at this point. Robin Miliken and Laura Curtis agree with Maria and Gerald. 
Board voted:  4-2 with 1 absent
Any other business by the board:



Board decided to discuss potential micro-brewery at May 11th meeting.
Ryan Lanphere – Map 25 Lot 8 – Landscaping business:
Tabled until further information is provided
Motion by: Laura Curtis to adjourn
2nd by:  John Mountainland
6-0
Meeting adjourned at 7:05 p.m.
Respectfully submitted by Sandy Patrick 
