
 

This month, many of our spring and summer operations got underway for the season. These 
include ditching, culvert replacements, mowing, and general beautification around town. 

To kick off May, we completed shoulder work on roads that had been shimmed by our paving 
contractor during the last week of April. This process helps protect that investment by stabilizing 
road edges and reducing stress and cracking, especially near driveway and mailbox entrances. 
We also took the opportunity to restock our sand shed. JBI hauled 2,100 yards of winter sand 
from their pit in Union to our facility, so we are fully stocked and prepared for winter 2026–
2027. 

The crew also completed some green space work behind the town office. They removed the old 
wood chips, fabric, and stone along the building's edge and replaced them with loam, grass seed, 
erosion-control matting, garden edging, and 1.5-inch stone under the drip edge near the building. 
You may also have noticed a new sign at Founders Park. I’d like to thank crew member Matt 
Russell for donating the wooden plaque. He used his personal router to shape the sign and 
prepare it for the laminate decal. Founders Park is located on South Union Road between Browns 
Lane and Thurston Lane. It overlooks Quiggle Brook, which flows out of Crawford Pond and 
into Seven Tree. Stop by sometime and enjoy it! 

Culverts were replaced on Ayer Hill Road and Burkett Street, along with 1,000 feet of ditching 
on Barrett Hill Road. The excavator has a busy season ahead, with work planned on Sennebec 
Road, Bump Hill Road, Miller Road, and a short section of North Union Road. When you see 
our signs and crew members, please slow down, move over, and follow the directions of traffic 
control personnel. We are working to keep your drive safe and convenient, and we appreciate 
your help in slowing down through work zones. 

Two of our newest crew members attended a Work Zone Traffic Control training in Brewer, 
hosted by the Maine Local Roads Center and MDOT. This training gave them the knowledge and 
skills to plan, set up, and safely manage temporary traffic control zones. 

As always, we are here to serve you. If you see an issue in your area, please feel free to contact 
me by calling (207) 785-3411 or emailing publicworks@union.maine.gov. 

Respectfully, 

Tom Fontaine – Public Works Director 
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May 18, 2026 — Matt Russell installs one of many flags on Common Road ahead of Memorial 
Day. The use of the lift was generously donated by Kirkpatrick Sales and Rentals. 


