10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

AGENDA

SELECT BOARD/ASSESSORS’ MEETING
TUESDAY, MAY 19, 2026 6:30 p.m.
WILLIAM L. PULLEN MUNICIPAL BUILDING MEETING ROOM
ONLINE NON-INTERACTIVE AT TOWN HALL STREAMS
Call Select Board Meeting to order
Pledge of Allegiance
Public Hearing — Annual Town Meeting Warrant Articles (Voting June 9, 2026)
Approve minutes of Tuesday, May 5, 2026

Approve Treasurer’s Warrants
a. Payroll: May 14 & 21, 2026
b. AP: May 19, 2026

Quit Claim Release Deed — Real Estate Account #551

Community Resilience Partnership Community Action Grant Award - $80,000

Maine Water — Water Residential Affordability Program (WRAP)

Abatements and Supplemental Assessments -- Rodney Burton

Committee
a. QGreen Space Committee — Seats Available
b. Zoning Board of Appeals — Seats Available
c. Aging in Place Committee — Seats Available
d. Parks & Recreation Committee — Appointments & Seat Available
Other Business
Town Manager Report
Public Comment
Committee Reports

Select Board Reports

Adjourn



2026
TOWN OF UNION
ANNUAL TOWN MEETING
WARRANT

MUNICIPAL ELECTION/TOWN MEETING
June 9, 2026 - TUESDAY
8:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m.
Referendum Voting Only
William L. Pullen Municipal Building
Meeting Room

TO: James H. Murphy, Jr., Resident of the Town of Union, in the County of Knox.

GREETINGS: In the name of the State of Maine, you are hereby required to notify and warn the
inhabitants of the Town of Union in said County and State, qualified by law to vote in Town affairs,
to meet at the William L. Pullen Municipal Building in said Town on Tuesday, the Ninth day of
June, A.D. 2026 at 8:00 a.m. in the morning, then and there to act upon Article 1 and by secret
ballot on Article 2 through 36 as set out below;

ARTICLE 1.

ARTICLE 2.

ARTICLE 3.

ARTICLE 4.

To elect a Moderator to preside at said meeting and to vote by written ballot the
articles below.

To elect all necessary Municipal Officers/Officials and School Committee
Members as are required to be elected.

To see if the Town will authorize the creation of a Cemetery Project Reserve
Account and to fund the start-up of this reserve account with funds to be
transferred from the Cemetery Perpetual Care Fund in the amount of $30,000.

Note: This article is supported by the Cemetery Trustees.

Select Board Recommends 4-0
Budget Committee Recommends 9-0

To see if the Town will authorize the creation of an Employee Accrual Reserve
Account and to fund the start-up of this reserve account with funds from the
current year’s (FY26) Workers” Compensation Expense Account up to an amount
of $25,000.

Note: This article is recommended by the Town auditor and will be used when an
employee leaves employment in accordance with the Personnel Policy.

Select Board Recommends 4-0
Budget Committee Recommends 9-0



ARTICLE 5.

ARTICLE 6.

ARTICLE 7.

ARTICLE 8.

2026 Town of Union Annual Town Meeting Warrant

To see if the Town will authorize the Select Board to apply, on behalf of the Town,
for federal financing assistance under the provisions of the Land and Water
Conservation Fund Act, Public Law 88-578 for the redevelopment of the Heald
Recreation Area (basketball and tennis courts); and further authorize the Select
Board to enter into the Land and Water Conservation Fund Project Agreement with
the State subsequent to federal approval of the project. The estimated grant
apphication funding request is $600,000 ($300,000 refundable), and to see if the
Town will vote to expend up to $300,000 from the Parks & Recreation Reserve
Account to match the said Land and Water Conservation Grant funds. All to be
contingent upon approval of federal funds.

Note: If approved, it is anticipated that the Town will apply for a Land and Water
Conservation Grant in June, with expectations of hearing the results of the award
during the fall of 2026.

Select Board Recommends 4-0
Budget Committee Recommends 9-0

To see if the Town will raise and appropriate the sum of $1,140,950.00 for
Capital Improvement/Reserve Accounts.

Reserve funds for Ambulance, Fire, Public Works, Roads/Bridges, and
Facilities.

Select Board Recommends 4-0
Budget Committee Recommends 9-0

To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of
$331,945.00 for the fiscal year 2026-2027 for debt service.

These funds are committed to 2026-2027 and to all previously approved
fown meetings debt service, this is the payment amount,

Select Board Recommends 4-0
Budget Committee Recommends 9-0

To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of
$992,455.00 for the fiscal year 2026-2027 for General Government.

This includes Administration, Insurances, Assessing, Stipends and Office
Personnel, and Building Maintenance.

Seleet Board Recommends 4-0
Budget Committee Recommends 6-3



ARTICLE 9.

ARTICLE 10.

ARTICLE 11.

ARTICLE 12.

ARTICLE 13.

ARTICLE 14.
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To see 1f the Town will vote to raise and appropriate, and appropriate from fees,
and carryover the sum of $1,156,933.00 for fiscal year 2026-2027 for Protection.

This includes ACO, Fire, Ambulance, Planning Depariment, and Emergency
Management. Estimated to raise from taxes $550,809.20.

Select Board Recommends 4-0
Budget Committee Recommends 6-3

To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of $82,393.00 for the
fiscal year 2026-2027 for Health and Sanitation.

Septic Waste contract $2,300.00 and Tri-County Solid Waste $80,093.00

Select Board Recommends 4-0
Budget Committee Recommends 9-0

To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of $787,030.00 for
the fiscal year 2026-2027 for Highway and Bridges and Road Repair.

Includes plowing, sanding, ditches, culverts, streetlights, and mowing.

Select Board Recommends 4-0
Budget Committee Recommends 7-2

To see if the Town will vote to appropriate the sum of $16,000.00 for the fiscal
year 2026-2027 for General Assistance.

These finds do not raise taxes; they are funded through a dedicated trust fund.

Select Board Recommends 4-0
Budget Committee Recommends 9-0

To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of $22,300.00 for the
fiscal year 2026-2027 for Parks and Recreation.

Select Board Recommends 4-0
Budget Committee Recommends 9-0

To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of $68,500.00 for the
fiscal year 2026-2027 for Social Security.

Select Board Recommends 4-0
Budget Committee Recommends 9-0



ARTICLE 15.

ARTICLE 16.

ARTICLE 17,

ARTICLE 18.
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To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of $68,614.00 for
fiscal year 2026-2027 for Cemeteries.

Select Board Recommends 4-0
Budget Committee Recommends 9-0

To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of $107,889.00 for
the fiscal year 2026-2027 for Unclassified.

This includes Founders Day, Outside Agencies, Common Maintenance, and
Retirement.

Select Board Recommends 4-0
Budget Committee Recommends : 9-0

To see if the Town will vote to appropriate the following General Fund estimated
revenue and dedicated revenue sources to be used toward the 2026-2027 budget
appropriations of the Town of Union, thereby decreasing the amount required to be
raised by property taxes:

Ambulance Billing and Assessments 606,123 .80

$
General Assistance Reimbursement $ 2,500.00
Parks and Recreation Pullen Investment  $ 626.66
Animal Control Fees $ 750.00
Excise Tax $ 500,000.00
Cemetery Perpetual Care $  1,000.00
Other Revenue and Fees Estimated $ 150,980.00
TOTAL $1,261,980.46
Select Board Recommends 4-0
Budget Committee Recommends 9-0

Note: These are estimates at this time and may increase or decrease.

To see if the Town will vote to carry the unexpended balances in the following
accounts for the ensuing fiscal year. Final amounts to be determined after audit.

Animal Control
Cemeteries

Code Enforcement

Public Works Road Repair

Select Board Recommends 4-0
Budget Committee Recommends 9-0



ARTICLE 19.

ARTICLE 20.

ARTICLE 21.

ARTICLE 22.

ARTICLE 23.
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To see if the Town will vote to take the following amounts from income and
interest earned on the respective trust fund scholarship accounts to fund a
scholarship(s) to be awarded in the year 2026-2027.

A. Robert H. & Eleanor S. Heald Fund $46,873.38
B. Raymond Thurston & Belle Thurston

Kinniston Fund _ $ 2,923.51
C. Frank & Gertrude Rowe $ 578091
D. Gilbert Doughty Memorial $ 46533
E. Union Alumni Scholarship § 564.72

TOTAL $51,405.85
Select Board Recommends 4-0
Budget Committee Recommends 9-0

To see if the Town will vote to authorize the payment of tax abatements and
interest approved by the Select Board/Assessors from the property tax overlay or,
if necessary, from unassigned fund balance.

Select Board Recommends 4-0
Budget Committee Recommends 9-0

To see if the Town will vote to appropriate from excess revenues any overdrafts in
FY2025 and Y2026 after audit completion.

Select Board Recommends 4-0
Budget Committee Recommends 9-0

To see if the Town will authorize the Select Board to reduce the amounts to be
raised by taxes if other revenues become available, including excess unassigned
fund balance.

Select Board Recommends 4-0
Budget Committee Recommends 9-0

To see if the Town, in accordance with 36 MRSA Section 505 (4), will vote that
property taxes shall be delinquent if not paid by November 15, 2026, and May 15,
2027, and that interest at the rate of 7.0% per annum shall be charged on all
delinquent property taxes, or act thereon. If the due date(s) fall on a Friday,
Saturday, Sunday, or holiday, then the due date(s) will fall on the next business
day, and interest will start the day after.



ARTICLE 24.

ARTICLE 25.

ARTICLE 26.

ARTICLE 27.

ARTICLE 28.

ARTICLE 29.
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NOTE: The Select Board recommends due dates of November 16, 2026, and May
17,2027, and interest due dates of November 17, 2026, and May 18, 2027, and
interest at the rate of 7.0% per annum. Taxpayers’ names will appear in the Town
Report if taxes are not paid by the close of business on May 17, 2027.

Select Board Recommends 4-0

Budget Committee Recommends 9-0

To see if the Town, in accordance with 36 MRSA Section 506-A, will vote to seta
rate of 3.0% interest to be paid on the overpayment of abated taxes from the date
of overpayment.

EXPLANATION: If taxes are paid and later abated, the Town of Union must
refund the abated taxes and pay interest on them.

Select Board Recommends 4-0
Budget Committee Recommends 9-0

To see if the Town of Union will authorize the Select Board, with a four-fifths
vote, to transfer up to 10% of unexpended balances between accounts as needed.

To see if the Town will vote to authorize the Select Board to fix the salaries of the
officials appointed by them under provision of MRSA Title 30-A, Section 2601,
subsection 1 & 2.

To see it the Town will vote to require the municipal officers to provide the former
owner(s) of tax-acquired property, or if deceased his/her/their
heirs/devisees/personal representative 30 days to repurchase the property for a
price equal to all outstanding taxes, interest, fees, and costs; if the former owner
does not repurchase the property the municipal officers may sell the property
through the sale process in 36 MRS § 943-C, provided that if the former owner
does not fimely request that process or the board is unable to list or sell the
property as required by § 943-C(3), the board may sell the property through a
competitive sealed bid process in which a notice advertising sale of the property
shall be published at [east twice in a newspaper of general circulation in the
county. For sales to someone other than the former owner(s), excess sale proceeds,
as defined in 36 MRS § 943-C, shall be returned to the former owner.

To see if the Town will vote to authorize the Tax Collector to accept prepayment
of taxes not yet due or assessed, and no interest to accrue.

To see if the Town will vote to authorize the Select Board to use the proceeds of
any payment on insurance claims, for damage occurring to Town property in the
fiscal year 2026-2027, to be allocated to the municipal department whose goods or
equipment were damaged, and appropriate any such insurance payment to repair or
replace the damaged goods or equipment.



ARTICLE 30.

ARTICLE 31.

ARTICLE 32.

ARTICLE 33.

ARTICLE 34.

ARTICLE 35.

ARTICLE 36.
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To see if the Town will vote to authorize the Select Board to submit applications
for grants, from any State, Federal or Private entity, and if a grant is approved to
authorize the Select Board to accept said grant finds and to expend grant funds for
the purposes of the grant, and to make such assurances, assume such
responsibilities, and exercise such authority as is necessary and reasonable to
implement such a program.

To see if the Town will authorize the Sclect Board to disburse money received
from the State Snowmobile Refund from the registration of snowmobiles to a local
snowmobile club(s), for the purposes of maintaining their snowmobile trails in
Union, to be open for the use of the public at all times while they are snow-
covered.

To see if the Town will vote to authorize the Select Board to assess the Town of
Washington the sum of $172,890.14, and the Town of Appleton the sum of
$153,233.66 for ambulance services for the fiscal year 2026-2027.

To see if the Town will vote to allow the Union Ambulance Department and Union
Fire Department to expend monies raised by them for equipment and other
operational expenses.

To see if the Town will vote to authorize the Select Board to enter into multi-year
contracts (not to exceed five (5) years) for the lease or purchase of goods and
services, when they deem it in the best financial interest of the Town.

To see if the Town will vote to authorize the Select Board to sell surplus Fire,
Ambulance, Office, and Highway Department Vehicles and Equipment, and
appropriate the proceeds from the sale back to the respective departments’ Vehicle
or Equipment Reserve Account, or use as a trade to lower the price of the purchase
of a vehicle or equipment.

To see if the Town will vote to authorize the Select Board to sell or otherwise
dispose of equipment and Town property with a value less than $15,000.00 per
item after appraisal for fiscal year 2026-2027.

GIVEN UNDER OUR HANDS THIS 21% Day of April 2026.

Adam C. Fuller, Chair

Wayne C. Kirkpatrick, Vice-Chair
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Martha L. Johnston-Nash

Steven A. Migliorini

Linda M. Waltz-Mountainland

UNION SELECT BOARD

A True Copy Attest:

Linda E. Perry, Town Clerk

RESIDENT’S RETURN

COUNTY OF KNOX
STATE OF MAINE, ss.

By virtue of the within Warrant to me directed, I have notified and warned the inhabitants of the
Town of Union, qualified to vote in Town affairs, to assemble at the time and place and for the
purpose within named, by posting this Warrant at the following public and conspicuous places
within the Town including the Town Office, 567 Common Road; Common Market, 40 Burkett
Road; Four Corner Variety, 1718 Heald Highway; and Mic Mac Market, 994 Heald Highway; on
the day of  , A.D. 2026, the same being at least seven days prior to the within named
meeting.

Attest:
James H. Murphy, Jr., Resident




Mﬂ/ﬂﬂw Financial Assistance

Maine Wate'r.o_ffer_s financial assistance options for income-eligible
customers. Learn more about how we can support you. We are here to help.

ater Residential Affordability F

Maine Water now offers a Water Residential Affordability
Program for income-eligible customers. Through WRAP, income-
eligible customers can receive a 22% discount on their water bill if
they qualify for the program.

Eligibility Reqdiremen_ts

Customers currently receiving low-income benefits from one
of the State of Maine programs or currently receiving support
through the Home Energy Assistance Program (HEAP) are
generally eligible for WRAP.

How to apply

To receive the reduced rate, eligible customers will need to
email customerservice@mainewater.com with a copy of their
low-income benefits to verify enrolled. The low-income benefits
must be in the same name as the Maine Water account.

Th_e discount will not apply to past or outstanding balance, but
will be applied to the customer’s next and future bills,

Maine Water Assistance Program
Maine Water is willing to work with customers to make a payment arrangements. Reach out to our
customer service team if you would like the opportunity to negotiate a payment arrangement.

If circumstances are making it difficult to pay your hill, please give us a call as soon as possible to
discuss your options at 1.800.287.1643.

About Maine Water

Maine Water is a public water utility regulated by the Maine Public Utilities Commission. The company
owns 12 public water systems engaged in the collection, treatment and distribution of drinking water for
homes, businesses and fire protection service to more than 32,000 customers in 21 Maine towns.

Maine Water is a company with people from Maine
serving in the interest of Maine.




Town of Union

Select Board Meeting - Tuesday, May 19, 2026

AGENDA ITEM: #9

SUBJECT: Abatement — Rodney Burton (RE 27)

PURPQOSE: Correction to an error for the 2025-2026 tax commitment

BACKGROUND: It appears while answering a number of questions concerning a possible
Farm Space withdrawal penalty Assessors’ Agent Murphy did not remove the base lot value
from the calculation resulting in an overvaluation of the property

FISCAL IMPACT: None

STATUS / PROCESS TO DATE: Waiting for approval

PROPOSED ACTION: Motion “ To sign the abatement document as presented by Assessor’s
Agent Murphy for Real Estate account #27, Rodney Burton.”

ATTACHMENTS: Abatement & Supplemental Form




Town of Union
Select Board Meeting - Tuesday, May 19, 2026

AGENDA ITEM: # 10

SUBJECT: Parks & Recreation Committee Appointments

PURPOSE: Reappoint members of the Parks & Recreation Committee to different seats within
the Committee. This action will allow the vacant seat on the Parks & Recreation Committee
to be filled at a future meeting.

BACKGROUND: The Town received a letter of resignation from Committee member Ruth Ann
Senff-Wiemer '

FISCAL IMPACT: None

STATUS / PROCESS TO DATE: Vacancy announced at the May 5, 2026, Select Board Meeting

PROPOSED ACTION: Motion “To reappoint committee members Ellen Harris to a voting
member and reappoint member Jennifer Hatch from second alternate to first alternate.”

ATTACHMENTS: None




Town Manager’s Report

To: Union Select Board

From: Todd Souza, Town Manager
Date: May 19, 2026

Communications

e Budget & Election Timeline

o Now Absentee Ballots Available
May 19" - Town Warrant & Elections Public Hearing (Item during regular Select Board Meeting)
May 30™ - Severe Weather Infrastructure Risk Assessment Info (5pm at the UHS Community Binner)
June 6% - Severe Weather Infrastructure Risk Assessment Info (8am-1pm at the Vose Lib. Plant Sale)
June 6% - Parks & Recreation Bleacher Fundraiser at Union Masonic Lodge

o 3pm -6pm BBQ (Donations)

o 7pm -10pm Band ($10.00 per person)
June 9% - Town Voting & Election Day (8:00 am — 8:00 pm)
o June 23" - Severe Weather Infrastructure Risk Assessment Info & Gallery (5:30pm at the Vose Lib.)

0O O C O

o]

Town

e IY27 Visual Budget - hitps:/storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/5f64cb5 5c60046£7aff080ce986d86ba
e TCC - Envelope Maintenance Update
e Board of Assessment Review Training — Develop & Adopt Hearing Process

Department

e Public Works - Suspended Roadside Clearing/Mulching
e Tire/Rescue — MDOT Emergency Vehicle Bridge Load Limits
e Town Manager — Committee, Board and Presentation Update

Thank you
o Jess & Josh Luce



Bridge Load Postings
for Emergency Vehlcles

April 2026

MaineDOT is adding new signage types indicating
emergency vehicle weight limits. Emergency vehicle
sgggg operators must be aware of the vehicle weight and
configuration as the weight limits are to be followed
'm 251 to ensure safe crossing. There are no exceptions for
emergency vehicles crossing bridges.

VEHICLES
BRIDGE
"POSTED

|20 Ton evw_

In December 20175, the federal legislation Fixing America’s Surface Transportation (FAST)
Act was signed into law. The FAST Act defines an emergency vehicle as one designed to
be used under emergency conditions to transport personnel and equipment to suppress
fires and mitigate other hazardous situations. Pumper and tanker trucks carry large
volumes of water for fire suppression, and ladder trucks carry heavy counterweights to
enable horizontal and vertical reach needs during operation. Emergency vehicles are
allowed to weigh up to 62,000 pounds on a single rear axle and 86,000 pounds on a
tandem rear axle.

The National Bridge Inspection Standards (NBIS) requires all bridges to be load rated
and posted if necessary for all legal and permitted vehicles. The FAST Act vehicle
configurations fall under this requirement.

Bridges not designed for modern vehicles or bridges with elements experiencing
deterioration that cannot safely support legal vehicles must be weight restricted. The
FAST Act emergency vehicles cause stress on bridge elements exceeding those caused by
standard commercial vehicles. The emergency
vehicle posting signs will be used when standard |
commercial vehicles are safe to cross the
bridge, but the FAST Act emergency vehicles
are restricted. Standard posting signs will be
used when commercial vehicles and emergency
vehicles are restricted.




Emergency Vehicle Examples

Figures from Fire Apparatus Manufacturer’s Association
(FAMA), Emergency Vehicle Size and Weight Guide

COMMERCIAL CHASSIS PUMPER ~ SINGLE REAR AXLE COMMERCIAL CHASSIS TANKER — TANDEM REAR AXLE
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: y ) o ] o I_ "ﬂ"—;l pol
GVW: 16.5 T (min), 24.5 T {(max) GVW: 23T (min), 37 T (max)
CUSTOM CHASSIS PUMPER — SINGLE REAR AXLE CUSTOM CHASSIS TANKER — TANDEM REAR AXLE
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GVW: 21 T (min), 27.5 T (max) GVW: 29 37 (mln) 39.4 T (max)

INDUSTRIAL FOAM PUMPER - SINGLE REAR AXLE AERIAL LADDER ~ TANDEM REAR AXLE
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GVW: 22T (min), 27.5T (max) GVW: 27T (mm) 28.4 T {max)
AERIAL LADDER - SINGLE REAR AXLE AERFAL PLATFORM REAR MOUNT - TANDEM REAR AXLE
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GVW: 33.7 T{min), 43 T (max
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