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NATURAL RESOURCES 

 

Introduction 

 

Critical natural resources define much of the physical character of Union.  Natural resources are 

also described in the Agricultural and Forestry Resources Chapter and the Water Resources 

Chapter. 

 

State Goal 

 

To protect the State's other critical natural resources, including without limitation, wetlands, 

wildlife and fisheries habitat, sand dunes, shorelands, scenic vistas, and unique natural areas. 

 

Analyses 

 

(1) Are any of the community’s critical natural resources threatened by development, 

overuse, or other activities?   

 

Many of the identified critical natural resources in Union are in wetlands and shoreland zones 

and accordingly are protected by relevant ordinance provisions. Residential development has 

been relatively modest and small-scale around wetlands, allowing for the continued protection of 

larger habitats.  Commercial development has occurred along existing roadway corridors, 

primarily in the village area and along portions of Routes 17 and 131, outside of most critical 

resource areas, with the exception of the Union Fairgrounds.   

 

(2) Are local shoreland zone standards consistent with state guidelines and with the 

standards placed on adjacent shorelands in neighboring communities? 

 

The Town’s shoreland zoning standards are consistent with state guidelines and with the 

standards placed on adjacent shorelands in neighboring communities. 

 

(3) What regulatory and non-regulatory measures has the community taken or can the 

community take to protect critical natural resources and important natural resources?  

 

By updating its ordinances and through the recommendations in this Comprehensive Plan, the 

Town is attempting to continue to protect critical natural resources.  The shoreland zone ensures 

a good measure of protection of waterbodies and wetlands.  As noted, many of the Town’s 

critical natural resources are found in the shoreland zone and in wetlands.  Protection for critical 

natural resources could be improved by incorporating the map information included in this 

chapter into the land use ordinances and the permitting process.  See the Water Resources 

Chapter and Land Use Chapter for more information on municipal ordinances and state 

regulations that help to protect natural resources. 

 

Non-regulatory measures include working with property owners and land trusts to promote the 

voluntary use of conservation easements in areas with critical natural resources.  The use of 

conservation easements or purchases may be more acceptable to residents and voters than 
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increased regulations.  Easements and conservation purchases result in permanent protection 

while municipal ordinances are subject to future amendments or repeal.  Parklands currently held 

by the Town of Union, include these properties:  Ayers Park, Union Common, and Founders 

Park on Crawford Stream.   

 

Preserves owned and managed by the Georges River Land Trust include Pool Preserve (three 

acres along the St. George River), Stickney Preserve (no public access), and 100-Acre Island on 

Crawford Pond (access only available through private lands).  The Georges River Land Trust 

also holds conservation easements for other private lands the do not allow public access, 

approximately 283 acres.   

 

Medomak Valley Land Trust is active in Union as well.  They manage 65 acres on Clarry Hill in 

Union and more land in Waldoboro.  The Carroll Farm Trail is located on a 70-acre parcel 

known as Sweetgrass Farm Winery and Distillery. The farm is under private ownership, and is 

open to the public year-round for low-impact recreation, while the Medomak Valley Land Trust 

maintains the trail.    

 

(4) Is there current regional cooperation or planning underway to protect shared critical 

natural resources? Are there opportunities to partner with local or regional groups?  

 

The Town has worked with state agencies, the Georges River Land Trust and Medomak Valley 

Land Trust to protect shared natural resources like the St George River, Medomak River, 

Crawford Pond,  and Clarry Hill.  The Town has worked with state agencies regarding 

conservation efforts and easements in other parts of the community as well. 

 

Conditions and Trends 
 

(1) The community’s Comprehensive Planning Natural Resources Data Set prepared and 

provided to the community by the Department of Inland Fisheries and Wildlife, 

Department of Environmental Protection and the Office, or their designees. 

 

The data set has been incorporated into this chapter and in the state-prepared excerpted maps 

titled Critical Habitat (includes High Value Plant and Animal Habitats), USFWS Priority Trust 

Species Habitats, Wetlands Characterization, and Undeveloped Habitat Blocks.  See also, the 

Water Resources Chapter.   

 

Areas of special concern include these threatened species in Union: tidewater mucket and yellow 

lampmussel (freshwater mussel), spotted pondweed, upland sandpiper, and swamp white oak.  

Species of special concern in Union include the bald eagle and wild garlic.  Along a portion of 

the southwestern border with Washington are wetlands termed by the state as an Appalachian- 

Acadian Basin Swamp Ecosystem. Atlantic Salmon spawning and rearing habitat are found 

along the St George River from Sennebec Pond to Round Pond.  Significant wildlife habitats, as 

defined by the State, are present in Union consisting of candidate (approximate) deer wintering 

areas and inland waterfowl and wading bird areas, which are found in wetlands and shorelands.  

See the map titled Critical Habitat (includes High Value Plant and Animal Habitats).  
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Wetlands (freshwater emergent, freshwater forested/shrub) are found throughout the Town 

adjacent to lakes, ponds and rivers.  See the map titled Wetlands Characterization.   

 

A sizeable amount of area between roadways is an un-fragmented habitat block that benefits 

multiple species. See the map titled Undeveloped Habitat Blocks. 

 

State Definition of Critical Natural Resources (105 Chapter 208 CP Review Criteria Rule) 

 
“Critical natural resources” means the following natural resources which under federal and/or 

state law warrant protection from the negative impacts of development: 

1. Resource Protection District areas as set forth in MDEP Guidelines for Municipal 

a. Shoreland Zoning Ordinances (Chapter 1000 § 13.A) pursuant to the Mandatory 

Shoreland Zoning Act (38 MRSA §438-A, subsection 1); 

2. Wetlands of special significance as defined in MDEP Wetlands and Waterbodies 

Protection Rules (Chapter 310 § 4); 

3. Significant wildlife habitat as defined in the Natural Resources Protection Act (38 MRSA 

§480-B(10) 

4. Threatened, endangered and special concern animal species habitat as identified and 

mapped by MIFW pursuant to the Maine Endangered Species Act (12 MRSA, Chapter 

925); 

5. Significant freshwater fisheries spawning habitat as identified and mapped by MIFW or 

MDMR; 

6. Natural communities that are critically imperiled (S1), imperiled (S2) or rare (S3) as defined 

and mapped by MNAP; 

7. Areas containing plant species declared to be threatened or endangered by the MDOC. 

8. Coastal sand dune systems as defined in the Natural Resources Protection Act (38 MRSA 

§480-B(1)); 

9. Fragile mountain areas as defined in the Natural Resources Protection Act (38 MRSA 

§480-B(3)); or 

10. National Natural Landmarks designated by the National Park Service pursuant to its 

National Natural Landmark Program (36 Code of Federal Regulation, Section 62). 
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(2) A map or description of scenic areas and scenic views of local importance, and regional 

or statewide importance, if available. 

 

The physical character of much of Union is enhanced by its scenic resources, which contribute to 

the local quality of life and the value of surrounding properties. Perhaps the most important 

scenic water views and vistas are those visible to the public from public roads and public parks. 

See the map titled Scenic Views [TO BE CREATED] for the location of prominent views. 

 

Scenic Resources in Union 

Site Name 
Feature (s) Seen 

from Site 

Prioritized Rating 

- Ranking 

Protection Status 

Ownership/Easement 

Ayers Park Seven Tree Pond  Town-owned 

Carroll Farm Trail Medomak River  

Privately-owned, with 

Medomak Valley Land 

Trust easement 

Clarry Hill Fields  

Medomak Valley Land 

Trust Preserve with Maine 

DACF easement 

Coggins Hill Fields   

Founders Park Crawford Stream  Town-owned 

Overlock Hill Fields   

Union Common Village  Town-owned 

ADD AS APPROPRIATE    

Source:  Town of Union 
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Policies 
 

(1) To conserve critical natural resources in the community. 

(2) To coordinate with neighboring communities and regional and state resource agencies to 

protect shared critical natural resources. 

 

Strategies 

Natural Resources: Strategies Responsible Parties Timeframe 

(1) Ensure that land use ordinances are consistent with 

applicable state law regarding critical natural resources.  

Select Board, Planning 

Board, Code 

Enforcement Officer, 

Ordinance Review 

Committee, Town 

Voters  

Immediate 

and 

Ongoing 

(2) Designate critical natural resources as Critical Resource 

Areas in the Future Land Use Plan. 

 Additional development should be concentrated close 

to existing “village” centers, where soil, drainage and 

other conditions allow and in order to protect and 

preserve natural resources. Amend the Land Use 

Ordinance to encourage development to occur 

primarily in village areas, not in Critical Resource 

Areas. 

Comprehensive 

Planning Committee 

Immediate  

(3) Through local land use ordinances, require subdivision 

or non-residential property developers to look for and 

identify critical natural resources that may be on site and 

to take appropriate measures to protect those resources, 

including but not limited to, modification of the proposed 

site design, construction timing, and/or extent of 

excavation.  

Select Board, Planning 

Board, Code 

Enforcement Officer, 

Ordinance Review 

Committee, Town 

Voters 

Midterm  

(4) Through local land use ordinances, require the planning 

board (or other designated review authority) to include 

as part of the review process, consideration of pertinent 

BwH maps and information regarding critical natural 

resources.  

Select Board, Planning 

Board, Code 

Enforcement Officer, 

Ordinance Review 

Committee, Town 

Voters 

Immediate 

and 

Ongoing 

(5) Initiate and/or participate in interlocal and/or regional 

planning, management, and/or regulatory efforts around 

shared critical and important natural resources.  

 Consult and cooperate with neighboring communities 

by (a) drafting land use ordinance amendments that 

harmonize environmental performance standards to 

protect shared critical habitats and water bodies, and 

by (b) notifying neighboring planning boards of 

proposals for large developments near their borders 

and/or on shared natural resources.    

Select Board, Town 

Manager, Planning 

Board, and Code 

Enforcement Officer 

Midterm 

and 

Ongoing 
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Natural Resources: Strategies Responsible Parties Timeframe 

(6) Pursue public/private partnerships to protect critical and 

important natural resources such as through purchase of 

land or easements from willing sellers. 

Select Board, Town 

Manager, and Property 

owners 

Long Term 

and 

Ongoing 

(7) Distribute or make available information to those living 

in or near critical or important natural resources about 

current use tax programs and applicable local, state, or 

federal regulations. 

Town Clerk and Code 

Enforcement Officer 

Immediate 

and 

Ongoing 

Note: Strategies proposed in this Comprehensive Plan are assigned responsible parties and a 

timeframe in which to be addressed. Immediate is assigned for strategies to be addressed within 

two years after the adoption of this Comprehensive Plan, Midterm for strategies to be addressed 

within five years, and Long Term for strategies to be addressed within ten years. In addition, 

Ongoing is used for regularly recurring activities. 
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Critical Habitat (includes High Value Plant and Animal Habitats) 

 
Source:  Maine IF&W, 2015 (excerpt of state-prepared map) 
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USFWS Priority Trust Species Habitat 

 
Source:  Maine IF&W, 2015 (excerpt of state-prepared map) 

  Note: Map legend continues on next page. 
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Legend for USFWS Priority Trust Species Habitat Map  

 
 

Source:  Maine IF&W 
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Wetlands Characterization 

 
Source:  Maine IF&W, 2015 (excerpt of state-prepared map) 

 Note: Map legend continues on next page. 
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Legend for Wetlands Characterization Map 

 
Source:  Maine IF&W 
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Undeveloped Habitat Blocks  

 
Source:  Maine IF&W, 2015 (excerpt of state-prepared map) 

Notes:  This map does not include all public land and private land under conservation easements 

in Union.  Most lands under conservation easement in Union do not presently include public 

access. However, any landowner has the right to offer public use with permission.  

 

NOTE:  A SCENIC RESOURCES MAP WILL BE CREATED BASED UPON TOWN INPUT. 

 


